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About us

Who We Are



Learn about our mission, our charter and principles, and who we are.

Learn more




How we work
See what triggers an intervention and how supply and logistics allow our teams to respond quickly. 

Learn more

How we work





 

How we're run
Discover our governance and what it means to be an association. Find a quick visual guide to our offices around the world.

Learn more

How we're run





 

Reports and financials
Read through our annual financial and activity reports, and find out about where our funds come from and how they are spent.

Learn more

Reports and financials





 

Contact us
Visit this section to get in touch with our offices around the world.

Learn more

Contact us





 






What we do

Médecins Sans Frontières brings medical humanitarian assistance to victims of conflict, natural disasters, epidemics or healthcare exclusion.

View all topics
Activities by country


Featured
Gaza Israel war
War in Ukraine
Women's health







Medical Activities






Learn about how, why, and where MSF teams respond to different diseases around the world, and the challenges we face in providing treatment. 


Learn more








Crisis Settings






Learn about the different contexts and situations in which MSF teams respond to provide care, including war and natural disaster settings, and how and why we adapt our activities to each. 


Learn more








In Focus






Learn about our response and our work in depth on specific themes and events.


Learn more










Where we work

In more than 70 countries, Médecins Sans Frontières provides medical humanitarian assistance to save lives and ease the suffering of people in crisis situations.

View all countries
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A Global Network

Our offices around the world
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Our offices around the world



Other Sites

View Resource Centre



MSF Association
Our staff “own” and manage MSF, making sure that we stay true to our mission and principles, through the MSF Associations.

GO TO SITE

MSF Association





 

Access Campaign
We set up the MSF Access Campaign in 1999 to push for access to, and the development of, life-saving and life-prolonging medicines, diagnostic tests and vaccines for people in our programmes and beyond.

GO TO SITE

Access Campaign





 

Staff blogs
Read stories from our staff as they carry out their work around the world.

GO TO SITE

Staff blogs





 

Patient blogs
Hear directly from the inspirational people we help as they talk about their experiences dealing with often neglected, life-threatening diseases.

GO TO SITE

Patient blogs





 

CRASH
Based in Paris, CRASH conducts and directs studies and analysis of MSF actions. They participate in internal training sessions and assessment missions in the field.

GO TO SITE

CRASH





 

UREPH
Based in Geneva, UREPH (or Research Unit) aims to improve the way MSF projects are implemented in the field and to participate in critical thinking on humanitarian and medical action.

GO TO SITE

UREPH





 

ARHP
Based in Barcelona, ARHP documents and reflects on the operational challenges and dilemmas faced by the MSF field teams.

GO TO SITE

ARHP





 

MSF Analysis
Based in Brussels, MSF Analysis intends to stimulate reflection and debate on humanitarian topics organised around the themes of migration, refugees, aid access, health policy and the environment in which aid operates.

GO TO SITE

MSF Analysis





 

MSF Supply
This logistical and supply centre in Brussels provides storage of and delivers medical equipment, logistics and drugs for international purchases for MSF missions.

GO TO SITE

MSF Supply





 

MSF Logistique
This supply and logistics centre in Bordeaux, France, provides warehousing and delivery of medical equipment, logistics and drugs for international purchases for MSF missions.

GO TO SITE

MSF Logistique





 

Amsterdam Procurement Unit
This logistical centre in Amsterdam purchases, tests, and stores equipment including vehicles, communications material, power supplies, water-processing facilities and nutritional supplements.

GO TO SITE

Amsterdam Procurement Unit





 

Southern Africa Medical Unit
SAMU provides strategic, clinical and implementation support to various MSF projects with medical activities related to HIV and TB. This medical unit is based in Cape Town, South Africa.

GO TO SITE

Southern Africa Medical Unit





 

Kenya Supply Unit
Regional logistic centre for the whole East Africa region


GO TO SITE

Kenya Supply Unit





 

Brazilian Medical Unit
BRAMU specialises in neglected tropical diseases, such as dengue and Chagas, and other infectious diseases. This medical unit is based in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

GO TO SITE

Brazilian Medical Unit





 

MSF Medical Guidelines
Our medical guidelines are based on scientific data collected from MSF’s experiences, the World Health Organization (WHO), other renowned international medical institutions, and medical and scientific journals.

GO TO SITE

MSF Medical Guidelines





 

MSF Field Research
Find important research based on our field experience on our dedicated Field Research website.

GO TO SITE

MSF Field Research





 

Manson Unit
The Manson Unit is a London, UK-based team of medical specialists who provide medical and technical support, and conduct research for MSF.

GO TO SITE

Manson Unit





 

Epicentre
Providing epidemiological expertise to underpin our operations, conducting research and training to support our goal of providing medical aid in areas where people are affected by conflict, epidemics, disasters, or excluded from health care.

GO TO SITE

Epicentre





 

Evaluation Units
Evaluation Units have been established in Vienna, Stockholm, and Paris, assessing the potential and limitations of medical humanitarian action, thereby enhancing the effectiveness of our medical humanitarian work.

GO TO SITE

Evaluation Units





 

LGBTQI+ Inclusion in Health Settings
MSF works with LGBTQI+ populations in many settings over the last 25-30 years. LGBTQI+ people face healthcare disparities with limited access to care and higher disease rates than the general population.

GO TO SITE

LGBTQI+ Inclusion in Health Settings





 

LUXOR
The Luxembourg Operational Research (LuxOR) unit coordinates field research projects and operational research training, and provides support for documentation activities and routine data collection.

GO TO SITE

LUXOR





 

Intersectional Benchmarking Unit 
The Intersectional Benchmarking Unit collects and analyses data about local labour markets in all locations where MSF employs people.

GO TO SITE

Intersectional Benchmarking Unit





 

MSF Academy for Healthcare
To upskill and provide training to locally-hired MSF staff in several countries, MSF has created the MSF Academy for Healthcare. 

GO TO SITE

MSF Academy for Healthcare





 

Humanitarian Law
This Guide explains the terms, concepts, and rules of humanitarian law in accessible and reader-friendly alphabetical entries.

GO TO SITE

Humanitarian Law





 

MSF Paediatric Days
The MSF Paediatric Days is an event for paediatric field staff, policy makers and academia to exchange ideas, align efforts, inspire and share frontline research to advance urgent paediatric issues of direct concern for the humanitarian field.

GO TO SITE

MSF Paediatric Days





 

MSF Foundation
The MSF Foundation aims to create a fertile arena for logistics and medical knowledge-sharing to meet the needs of MSF and the humanitarian sector as a whole.

GO TO SITE

MSF Foundation





 

DNDi
A collaborative, patients’ needs-driven, non-profit drug research and development organisation that is developing new treatments for neglected diseases, founded in 2003 by seven organisations from around the world.

GO TO SITE

DNDi
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Kunduz hospital attack in depth



 





















A missile hole in the wall of the Kunduz trauma centre on 14 October 2015, after a sustained attack on the facility killed 42 people, including 38 MSF patients and staff.

© Victor J. Blue









 







Kunduz hospital attack

On 3 October 2015, US airstrikes destroyed our trauma hospital in Kunduz, Afghanistan, killing 42 people






A missile hole in the wall of the Kunduz trauma centre on 14 October 2015, after a sustained attack on the facility killed 42 people, including 38 MSF patients and staff.

© Victor J. Blue









 



















War in Gaza:: find out how we're responding



War in Gaza: find out how we're responding
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In August 2011, we opened a trauma hospital in the northern Afghan city of Kunduz. The hospital provided high-quality, free surgical care to victims of all types of trauma.

Starting with converting shipping containers, our hospital soon moved into a building in the city centre. By the time of the airstrikes in October 2015, the hospital was equipped with 92 beds, an emergency room, two operating theatres, an intensive care unit, an outpatient department, mental health and physiotherapy wards, as well as X-ray and laboratory facilities.

Our teams also invested heavily in local recruitment and training of medical staff.

A lifeline for people

Our hospital was the only facility of its kind in northeastern Afghanistan; beforehand, severely injured people were forced to make long and dangerous journeys to the capital Kabul or Pakistan to receive the care they needed.

Since opening the hospital in 2011, more than 15,000 surgeries were conducted and more than 68,000 emergency patients were treated.

In only a few years, the hospital had become a life-line for people in Kunduz and the surrounding provinces.














A young patient, whose leg was severly damaged when struck by shrapnel from a mortar, visited by his father at MSF's Kunduz Trauma Centre, May 2015.

© Andrew Quilty/Oculi









 








Hospital in the crossfire

Throughout September 2015, fighting between government and opposition forces became more intense and shifted to Kunduz city itself.

On 28 September 2015, our hospital was suddenly in the middle of a quickly shifting frontline when the armed opposition launched a takeover of Kunduz city.

The team was overwhelmed with hundreds of wounded patients. In the five days leading up to the attack, our teams in Kunduz had treated 376 patients in the emergency room.

On the night of the attack, there were 105 patients in the hospital and 140 of our international and national staff were present, of whom 80 were on duty.

Attack from the air

Starting at 2:08am on Saturday 3 October, a United States AC-130 gunship fired 211 shells on the main hospital building where patients were sleeping in their beds or being operated on in the operating theatre.

At least 42 people were killed, including 24 patients, 14 staff and 4 caretakers. Thirty-seven people were injured.

Our patients burned in their beds, our medical staff were decapitated or lost limbs. Others were shot from the air while they fled the burning building.

The attack from the air lasted for around one hour. The main hospital building came under precise and repeated airstrikes, while the surrounding buildings were left mostly untouched.

Throughout the airstrikes our teams desperately called military authorities to stop the attack.

Aftermath

In the aftermath of the attack, our team tried to move wounded and ill patients out of harm’s way. They tried to save the lives of wounded colleagues and patients after setting up a makeshift operating theatre in an undamaged room.

In the days after the attack, the United States military eventually claimed responsibility for the airstrikes, saying that it had been an accident.

The US military claimed they had received reports that the hospital building was holding active Taliban militia. Our staff reported no armed combatants or fighting in the compound prior to the airstrike.

As in all our projects, our doctors treat people according to their medical needs and do not make distinctions based on a patient’s ethnicity, religious beliefs, political affiliation or on which side of a conflict they're from.

At the time of the strikes, a small number of wounded - and therefore non-combatant - Taliban militia were being treated at the hospital, as were a number of government forces.





 








Afghanistan



Afghanistan: MSF hospital overwhelmed with wounded after heavy fighting in Kunduz



Press Release
30 Sep 2015











The view from inside the hospital is that this attack was conducted with a purpose to kill and destroy. But we don’t know why.

Christopher Stokes, MSF General Director
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Independent investigation

The attacks took place despite the fact that we had provided the GPS coordinates of the trauma hospital to the US Department of Defense, Afghan Ministry of Interior and Defense, and US Army in Kabul as recently as Tuesday, 29 September.

While both the US and Afghan armies both conducted and released their own investigation and findings, we were not satisfied that an independent, impartial investigation could be carried out by the parties involved.

Given this, and the lack of details and information in the lead up to, and surrounding, the airstrikes, we demanded an independent investigation on the attack.

We asked the International Humanitarian Fact-Finding Commission to establish the facts of this event. Created in 1991 under the Geneva Conventions that govern the rules of war, the IHFCC is not a UN body. The IHFCC is set up for precisely to independently investigate violations of humanitarian law, such as attacks on hospitals, which are protected in conflict zones.

In November 2015, we released our own internal review into the attack.





 








Kunduz hospital attack



MSF releases internal review of the Kunduz hospital attack



Press Release
5 Nov 2015











The attack destroyed our ability to treat patients at a time of their greatest need. A functioning hospital caring for patients cannot simply lose its protected status and be attacked.
Dr. Joanne Liu, international president of MSF
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File photo: This March 2011photograph shows part of the intensive care unit in the MSF Trauma Centre, Kunduz, northern Afghanistan.
On 03 October 2015 a sustained aerial attack on the facility killed 22 staff and patients and destroyed the ICU and main surgical facilities of the hospital causing MSF to evacuate its staff and cease operations.
© MSF









 











Aug 2011

Kunduz Hospital opens

Hospital opened in Kunduz, northeastern Afghanistan.





















Abdul is a farmer and he was caught in a crossfire in his own field trying to harvest. He was taken from his district of Imam Sahib to Kunduz City by local villagers. The road was very unsafe and it took more than an hour.

© MSF









 











20 Jun 2015

Fighting intensifies

Fighting between government and opposition forces intensifies in Chardara district, 10km from Kunduz city.



Learn more

















Sep 2015

Kunduz on the frontline

The city of Kunduz becomes the frontline of fighting between government and opposition forces.





















Staff and doctors in the MSF Trauma Centre in Kunduz, Afghanistan, treat people wounded in fighting that has broken out in the town, 01 October 2015.

© MSF









 











28 Sep 2015

Overwhelmed with wounded

Armed opposition launch a takeover of Kunduz city, putting the hospital in the middle of the frontline; hospital is overwhelmed with wounded.



Learn more


















The GPS coordinates of the Kunduz hospital on a banner outside the MSF office in Prague, Czech Republic, in the wake of the attack.

© MSF









 











29 Sep 2015

GPS coordinates

We provide the GPS coordinates of the trauma hospital to the US Department of Defense, Afghan Ministry of Interior and Defense, and US Army in Kabul.



Learn more


















Emergency surgery and medical activities continue in one of the remaining parts of MSF's hospital in Kunduz in the aftermath of the bombing 03 October 2015.
© MSF









 











02 Oct 2015

Full hospital

The hospital is full, with 105 patients and 140 of our international and national staff present; 80 are on duty that night.



Learn more


















Fires burn in the MSF emergency trauma hospital in Kunduz, Afghanistan, after it was hit and partially destroyed by missiles 03 October 2015.
© MSF









 











03 Oct 2015

Hospital attack

Just after 2 am, a US Military plane repeatedly bombs the main hospital, shooting at anyone fleeing the burning building.





















Fires burn in the MSF emergency trauma hospital in Kunduz, Afghanistan, after it was hit and partially destroyed by missiles 03 October 2015.
© MSF









 











03 Oct 2015

Airstrikes finally stop

At around 3.10am, airstrikes finally stop. Over the course of the hour, MSF staff in Afghanistan and New York made multiple attempts to stop the strikes via texts and calls to Afghan military, ICRC, UN and US military contacts.





















A destroyed areas of the MSF hospital, in Kunduz, Afghanistan is visible 03 October 2015 at first light, the morning after the facility was hit by sustained bombing.
© MSF









 











03 Oct 2015

Kunduz hospital destroyed

Kunduz hospital is destroyed. We initially announce three people are dead, although many remain unaccounted for.





















MSF staff in shock in one of the remaining parts of MSF's hospital in Kunduz, in the aftermath of sustained bombing on the night of 03 October 2015.

© MSF









 











03 Oct 2015

Condemning the bombing

We strongly condemn the bombing and demand an independent investigation.



Learn more


















MSF International President Dr. Joanne Liu visiting Kunduz Trauma Centre, Afghanistan.

© Kim Clausen/MSF









 











06 Oct 2015

MSF President condemns attack

MSF International President Dr Joanne Liu condemns the attack in a statement; we report 12 staff and 10 patients have been killed.



Read statement


















A huge hole made by a missle is visible in the wall, and medical equpment and furniture lies burned and destroyed in what once was the X-ray department of the MSF Trauma Centre in Kunduz, 10 October 2015. 

© Andrew Quilty









 











14 Oct 2015

IHFFC activated

The International Humanitarian Fact-Finding Commission is activated, intending to conduct an independent investigation into the attacks once consent from US and Afghan forces is given.
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© Andrew Quilty








23 Oct 2015

Updated death toll

We update the death toll to at least 30 killed, with 13 known staff, 10 known patients, and seven bodies yet to be identified.



Learn more


















Infographic of the Kunduz MSF Hospital with satellite image that shows the state of the building after the attack.

© MSF









 











05 Nov 2015

Internal review

We release our own internal review on the Kunduz attack.



Learn more


















Kunduz Commemoration event in Brussels.
© Bruno De Cock/MSF









 











09 Dec 2015

Petition for independent investigation

We present a petition with more than half a million signatures to the White House, demanding US President Obama consent to an independent investigation



Learn more


















The remains of a bed frame in the MSF Trauma Centre in Kunduz, northern Afghanistan, following 3 October US airstrike on the facility, which killed more than 20 MSF staff members and patients. Afghanistan, 10 October 2015. 

© Andrew Quilty









 











12 Dec 2015

Final death toll announced

We announce the final death toll as 42; 14 staff, 24 patients, and four of their carers (usually family members).
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© Andrew Quilty








29 Apr 2016

US military investigation

US military publicly release their own investigation into the attack. They have not consented to an independent investigation by the IHFFC.



Learn more


















Kunduz 1 year after commemoration event in Geneva.

© Reto Albertalli/phovea









 











03 Oct 2016

One year since attack

We mark one year since the attack and continue to mourn the loss of our staff, our patients and their carers.



Learn more

















Dec 2016

Returning to Kunduz

We engage in discussions with all parties to the conflict over a one and half year period, finalising formal commitments that allow us to gradually start providing medical care in Kunduz.




















Jul 2017

New outpatient clinic opens

We open an outpatient clinic in Kunduz for people with minor trauma-related wounds and injuries, the first return to the area.
































































Access to care today in Kunduz

Nearly four years after the destruction of our Kunduz Trauma Centre, the need for life-saving trauma care is extremely high in Kunduz and the availability of free, quality medical care is still very low.

The security situation remains volatile and the medical needs will continue to grow.

Following the attack, we engaged in discussions with all parties to the conflict over a one and half year period and finalised formal commitments that allow us to gradually start to provide medical care in Kunduz.

We have explicit commitments that our staff, patients and hospitals will not be attacked and that we can treat every person who needs medical care, no matter their ethnicity, political affiliations or which side of the conflict they are on.

We know there are no full guarantees when working in an active conflict, but we believe that the thorough negotiation process and the commitments we have obtained allow us to move forward and work again in Kunduz, while managing the risks that come with providing trauma care in this context.

Re-starting in Kunduz is a step-by-step process – as a first step, in July 2017 we opened an outpatient clinic for people with minor trauma-related wounds and injuries.

We've also started construction on a new trauma hospital in Kunduz city; however, the COVID-19 pandemic temporarily put construction on hold and it will now open later in 2021.







In memorium

We continue to grieve and mourn the loss of our colleagues and patients. Our 14 colleagues who died in the attack are greatly missed and will never be forgotten.

	Abdul Maqsood Abdul was 22-years-old and worked as a patient information focal point.
	Abdul Nasir Aged 22, Abdul was a hospital cleaner.
	Abdul Salam Friendly and easy going, Abdul, 29, was a nurse in the operating theatre.
	Abdul Satar Zaheer At age 47, Abdul was a doctor and the Deputy Medical Director at MSF’s Kunduz Trauma Centre.
	Aminullah Bajawri Aminullah was a 32-year-old father and emergency room (ER) doctor.
	Lal Mohammad Lal was 28-years-old and was like a mentor to the younger nurses.
	Mohammad Ehsan Osmani Aged 32, Dr Osmani was a young intensive care unit doctor with extraordinary enthusiasm and dedication to his patients.
	Mohibullah Aged 38, Mohibullah was a dedicated father and an experienced emergency room nurse who joined the Kunduz Trauma Centre three years before the attack.
	Najibullah Najibullah was a 27-year-old father, and had been working for MSF since August 2011 as a cleaner in the emergency room.
	Naseer Ahmad Aged 23, Naseer was an intensive care unit (ICU) nurse who began working with MSF in June 2014.
	Shafiqullah Aged 39, Shafiqullah had been working as a guard since February 2015.
	Tahseel Tahseel was a 35 year old father and a much loved and valued member of the pharmacy team at the Kunduz Trauma Centre since the opening of the project.
	Zabiullah Aged 29, Zabiullah was married and had been working as a guard in the hospital since February 2015.
	Ziaurahman was a 23-year-old intensive care unit (ICU) nurse, who had been working for MSF since December 2013.






 








Afghanistan



In Memoriam: MSF colleagues killed in the Kunduz Trauma Centre attack



Project Update
24 Nov 2015



















How your donations are used

Your donations pay for millions of consultations, surgeries, treatments and vaccinations every year.

Find out more
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